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N
orthm

ead School w
ants to build a

further sixteen houses on w
oodland

near the railw
ay line, on top of the

eleven already approved last year.

A new
 close w

ould com
e out on to

G
range Road, creating further

traffic problem
s near the school. It is

expected that the developm
ent

plans w
ill com

e before G
uildford

Borough C
ouncil soon.

The School is aim
ing to use the

m
oney raised to build a new

 w
ing

for a creative arts centre, w
hich w

ill
be available for local groups as w

ell.

W
hat hap

p
ened

 to
 o

ur
im

p
ro

vem
ent m

o
ney?

W
h

en
 Q

u
een

 E
lizab

eth
 P

ark w
as given

 p
lan

n
in

g p
erm

issio
n

, a su
m

o
f m

o
n

ey w
as m

ad
e available fo

r enviro
n

m
en

tal im
p

rovem
en

ts in
th

e area. S
everal years later, w

e are still w
aitin

g. Focus tracks o
u

r
m

o
n

ey...
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o
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d

en
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o
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T
he plans developed by G

uildford Borough C
ouncil and approved by local

councillors w
ere rejected by the H

ighw
ays A

gency. N
ew

 plans are being
w

orked on w
hich w

ill hopefully be m
ore acceptable.

2) W
o

rp
lesd

o
n

 R
o

ad
 S

h
o

p
p

in
g P

arad
e

D
esigns for upgrading the pedestrian area w

hilst trying to retain som
e parking

are being w
orked on but have yet to be com

pleted.
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T
his project has been incorporated into a w

ider project to resurface the
entire road and insert a cycle lane. Joining the projects together m

akes them
m

ore cost effective, although it m
eans that the environm

ental im
provem

ents
cannot start until after the C

ounty C
ouncil has com

pleted their roadw
orks.

WW WWW
ait
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ait
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Local Liberal D
em

ocrat councillors
are unhappy about the am

ount of
tim

e it has taken for the
im

provem
ents to take place.

C
llr Jayne M

arks
C

llr Jayne M
arks

C
llr Jayne M

arks
C

llr Jayne M
arks

C
llr Jayne M

arks said, “W
e w

ill
keep pressing both councils to get on
w

ith the w
ork w

hich Stoughton has
been prom

ised and is now
 long

overdue.”

C
llr P

C
llr P

C
llr P

C
llr P

C
llr Pauline Searle

auline Searle
auline Searle
auline Searle
auline Searle added, “It has

taken far too long for the people of
Stoughton to see the benefit of this
m

oney that they are ow
ed.”

Latest News:
S

toughton
Com

m
unity Centre
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The saga continues unresolved
and a new

 planning application
w

as subm
itted just before

C
hristm

as. This tim
e the

application com
prises a tw

o
floor com

m
unity centre

alongside office space - as
opposed to residential flats.

The planning officers are now
considering the application,
w

hich should com
e before the

planning com
m

ittee soon.

C
llr F

C
llr F

C
llr F

C
llr F

C
llr Fiona W

hite
iona W

hite
iona W

hite
iona W

hite
iona W

hite said, “O
f

course I can not com
m

ent on a
planning application before it
com

es before com
m

ittee but
w

e w
ant to hear the view

s of
the com

m
unity on the

application - w
hether positive

or negative.”

A
b

ove: C
llr Jayn

e M
arks (left) and C

llr P
au

lin
e S

earle (right)
discuss the latest planning application at N

orthm
ead w

ith a local resident.
In

set: C
ars are often unable to squeeze past buses on the narrow

 road.

Lo
cal Y

o
uth C

lub
s und

er threat fro
m

 To
ry cuts

They w
ill also provide ten parking

spaces for G
range Road residents.

C
llr P

C
llr P

C
llr P

C
llr P

C
llr Pauline Searle

auline Searle
auline Searle
auline Searle
auline Searle said, “I think

the arts centre w
ill be fantastic but it

seem
s m

adness that N
orthm

ead
needs to raise m

oney like this w
hen

Lib D
em

 C
llr P

au
lin

e
S

earle at the w
ooden

bridge. Stoughton is still
w

aiting to see the new
 plans.
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close Stoughton and B
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youth clubs.
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The C
ounty C

ouncil’s plans w
ill see

fifteen few
er youth clubs across

Surrey. Som
e local com

m
unities w

ill
inevitably be left w

ithout a local
youth club.

C
llr Fiona W

hite
Fiona W

hite
Fiona W

hite
Fiona W

hite
Fiona W

hite said, “N
obody likes

having large groups of kids hanging

C
llr F

io
n

a W
h

ite (second from
left) and fellow

 Lib D
em

 C
llrs at

under threat Stoughton youth club.

across the road the C
ounty are

m
aking thousands from

 selling so-
called redundant school buildings.

“W
hy can’t the sale m

oney fund this
building to stop m

ore developm
ent in

an already overcrow
ded road?”

round on the streets but w
e need to

provide them
 w

ith an alternative. C
losing

youth clubs is the w
orst possible w

ay to
tackle anti-social behaviour.”

C
llr Jayne M

arks 
Jayne M

arks 
Jayne M

arks 
Jayne M

arks 
Jayne M

arks added, “Instead of
m

aking cuts, the C
ouncil should be

w
orking w

ith local com
m

unities to
im

prove things.

“The Liberal D
em

ocrats w
ill be carrying

out a survey in the local area - please help
us  by returning the survey form

s.”

M
eet yo

u
r L

ib
 D

em
 C

o
u

n
cillo

r: If you have an
issue that you w

ould like help w
ith, w

e hold a surgery
at M

illm
ead on the first T

hursday of every m
onth

from
 6.30pm

. R
ing 306000 to book an appointm

ent
w

ith a Borough or C
ounty C

ouncillor.
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C
ouncil tax rises,

2006
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C
llr F

io
n

a W
h

ite and C
llr Jayn

e M
arks

review
ing the new

 arrangem
ents for plastics

recyling in G
uildford.

Civic Hall - the saga grinds on

BO
O
K SA

LE

 Free entry -
refreshm

ents - thousands
of second hand books,
CD

s, vinyls and tapes

St Joseph’s Church H
all,

York Rd

Please contact A
lan or

M
aija Lawrence on 01483
503701 if you have any
spare books, tapes or

CD
s.W

e will collect from
you.

Saturday 24 June
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ories did a u-
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shortly - but sadly not in
shortly - but sadly not in
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They have refused a Lib D
em

suggestion to extend plastics
collections in 2006/7 and to
start planning for com

posting of
kitchen w

aste by 2007/8.

TT TTTw
o years after the T

w
o years after the T

w
o years after the T

w
o years after the T

w
o years after the Tories

ories
ories
ories
ories

decided to close the C
ivic to

decided to close the C
ivic to

decided to close the C
ivic to

decided to close the C
ivic to

decided to close the C
ivic to

avoid spending £81,500 to
avoid spending £81,500 to
avoid spending £81,500 to
avoid spending £81,500 to
avoid spending £81,500 to
keep it open, they still have
keep it open, they still have
keep it open, they still have
keep it open, they still have
keep it open, they still have
no confirm

ed plans for a
no confirm

ed plans for a
no confirm

ed plans for a
no confirm

ed plans for a
no confirm

ed plans for a
rep

lacem
ent.

rep
lacem

ent.
rep

lacem
ent.

rep
lacem

ent.
rep

lacem
ent.

The net cost to build a ‘state of
the art’ new

 C
ivic, as prom

ised
by the Tories,  has rocketed from
£2m

 in 2001 to £20m
.

They are reluctantly considering
refurbishing the existing building
– but are still w

edded to
unnecessary extravagance.

C
onsultants’ plans for

developm
ent of flats and parking

alongside the C
ivic w

ould not be
com

patible w
ith refurbishm

ent.

N
ow

 the Tories are talking to the
U

niversity about com
bining the

tow
n’s C

ivic H
all w

ith a Perform
ing

Arts C
entre on cam

pus.

The cost of consultants so far is
nearly £1 m

illion – and rising fast.

C
llr Fiona W

hite said, “This
situation is getting beyond a joke.
The people of G

uildford have
w

aited far too long for the Tories
to get their act together.”

W
hen w

ill the C
ivic open?

1) £1.5m
illion prestige plan

The bill for the T
The bill for the T
The bill for the T
The bill for the T
The bill for the Tories

ories
ories
ories
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‘ new
‘ new
‘ new

reception area at the
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council offices has now
council offices has now
council offices has now
council offices has now
clim

bed to £1,500,000 - as
clim

bed to £1,500,000 - as
clim

bed to £1,500,000 - as
clim

bed to £1,500,000 - as
clim

bed to £1,500,000 - as
opposed to the £1,000,000
opposed to the £1,000,000
opposed to the £1,000,000
opposed to the £1,000,000
opposed to the £1,000,000
that 
that 
that 
that 
that Focus

Focus
Focus
Focus
Focus reported at the

reported at the
reported at the
reported at the
reported at the

end of last year
end of last year
end of last year
end of last year
end of last year.. ...

Apparantly the aim
 is “to

im
prove disabled access and to

upgrade facilities.” H
ow

ever,
the reception area is fully
com

pliant w
ith disability

requirem
ents and the plans cut

the num
ber of parking spaces,

reducing
reducing
reducing
reducing
reducing accessibility!

C
llr Pauline Searle said, “This is

quite clearly a prestige project
and an absolutely appalling
w

aste of m
oney.”

H
ow

 should this be spent?
H

ow
 should this be spent?

H
ow

 should this be spent?
H

ow
 should this be spent?

H
ow

 should this be spent?

O
nly a few

 changes are needed
to help the disabled - such as
better lighting and m

oveable
seating - and to im

prove public
safety by relocating deliveries to
the rear of the building. These
w

ould not cost  £1,500,000.

W
hat do you think?

W
hat do you think?

W
hat do you think?

W
hat do you think?

W
hat do you think?

W
hat w

ould you spend the
m

oney on? Safety schem
es such

as better street lighting and
C

C
TV? Environm

ental
im

provem
ents such as better

parks and cleaner streets?
Facilities like com

m
unity halls

and sports courts?

Let us know
 your view

s
Let us know

 your view
s

Let us know
 your view

s
Let us know

 your view
s

Let us know
 your view

s

D
o you agree that the Tory

schem
e represents appalling

value for m
oney? W

ould you like
to see the m

oney better spent?
Please get in touch using the
contact details on the back.
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W
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W
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W
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W
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W
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C
onservatives have once again

C
onservatives have once again

C
onservatives have once again

C
onservatives have once again

C
onservatives have once again

chosen to use council tax to
chosen to use council tax to
chosen to use council tax to
chosen to use council tax to
chosen to use council tax to
build up their “w

ar chest”.
build up their “w

ar chest”.
build up their “w

ar chest”.
build up their “w

ar chest”.
build up their “w

ar chest”.

As w
ell as a “parking reserve” of

£100,000 started last year, w
e

taxpayers are now
 adding to an

“Invest to Save” fund of £300,000.

Lib D
em

s voted against this and
instead proposed increasing
council tax by just 1.85%

 - below
the rate of inflation - w

hile
im

proving m
any services, such as:

�
 Extending plastic collection

xtending plastic collection
xtending plastic collection
xtending plastic collection
xtending plastic collection

throughout G
uildford –

throughout G
uildford –

throughout G
uildford –

throughout G
uildford –

throughout G
uildford –

nothing in T
nothing in T
nothing in T
nothing in T
nothing in Tory budget.

ory budget.
ory budget.
ory budget.
ory budget.

�
 Reducing litter w

ith a rapid
response team

 – street cleanliness
is less than half Tories’ ow

n target.

�
 M

ore resource  for on-street
M

ore resource  for on-street
M

ore resource  for on-street
M

ore resource  for on-street
M

ore resource  for on-street
parking – cut tim

e for lengthy
parking – cut tim

e for lengthy
parking – cut tim

e for lengthy
parking – cut tim

e for lengthy
parking – cut tim

e for lengthy
review

s and look into car-
review

s and look into car-
review

s and look into car-
review

s and look into car-
review

s and look into car-
share schem

es.
share schem

es.
share schem

es.
share schem

es.
share schem

es.

�
  Enhancing C

C
TV

 recording
equipm

ent - backed by police.

�
R

etain N
ippy C

hipper
etain N

ippy C
hipper

etain N
ippy C

hipper
etain N

ippy C
hipper

etain N
ippy C

hipper
service – being axed by the
service – being axed by the
service – being axed by the
service – being axed by the
service – being axed by the
C

onservatives.
C

onservatives.
C

onservatives.
C

onservatives.
C

onservatives.

The Liberal D
em

ocrats also
sought: a com

m
itm

ent tow
ards

running the C
ivic  w

hen re-
opened; collections of food w

aste;
and to restore funding for sm

aller
local projects that have been
neglected recently.

The Tories rejected ALL of these
proposals and the borough’s share
of council tax w

ill go up by 2.48%
 -

m
ore than Lib D

em
-run neighbour

W
averley Borough C

ouncil.

3) W
aste at C

ounty H
all

M
illions of pounds of your

M
illions of pounds of your

M
illions of pounds of your

M
illions of pounds of your

M
illions of pounds of your

m
oney is being w

asted by
m

oney is being w
asted by

m
oney is being w

asted by
m

oney is being w
asted by

m
oney is being w

asted by
C

onservative-run Surrey
C

onservative-run Surrey
C

onservative-run Surrey
C

onservative-run Surrey
C

onservative-run Surrey
C

ounty C
ouncil.

C
ounty C

ouncil.
C

ounty C
ouncil.

C
ounty C

ouncil.
C

ounty C
ouncil.

A
nger is grow

ing as local council
taxpayers learn that Surrey’s
portion of council tax is to soar
by m

ore than double the rate of
inflation - w

hile som
e services

face being cut and m
oney is

w
asted by m

ism
anagem

ent.

D
uring the last year £15 m

illion
has been spent on expensive
agency costs resulting from

 poor
retention and recruitm

ent
policies at C

ounty H
all.

M
oney has also been w

asted on
expensive external consultants,
called in to try to save m

oney!
A

nother £4 m
illion has been

spent on a failed initiative to
m

ove the C
ounty O

ffices from
K

ingston to W
oking.

C
ounty C

llr Pauline Searle is
critical of the budget set by the
Tories at C

ounty H
all. She said,

“I accept that savings need to be
m

ade in Surrey’s budget, but it is
w

rong that front-line services are
being cut so drastically w

hile
m

oney is w
asted elsew

here.”

2) C
ouncil builds w

ar chest


