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Stoughton and Bellfields Youth Clubs set for closure
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The closures are part of
£50m

illion of cuts, as detailed in
the m

iddle of this issue of Focus.

The C
ounty C

ouncil’s plans w
ill

see fifteen few
er youth clubs

across Surrey .. ...

C
ounty C

llr PP PPPauline Searle
auline Searle
auline Searle
auline Searle
auline Searle (Lib

D
em

, G
uildford N

orth) said, “The
C

ounty C
ouncil claim

s  that the
old service w

on’t be discontinued
until the new

 one is in place.

“But w
hen they are closing so

m
any youth centres, som

e
com

m
unities w

ill inevitably be
left w

ithout one.

“There has been no public
consultation so far and both the
under-threat youth clubs are
popular and w

ell-m
aintained.

“There is little affordable
entertainm

ent for young people

in G
uildford and m

ost just w
ant a

safe, w
arm

 place to m
eet up w

ith
their friends.

“N
obody likes having large groups

of kids hanging round on the
streets but w

e need to provide
them

 w
ith an alternative. C

losing
youth clubs is the w

orst possible
w

ay to tackle the problem
 of anti-

social behaviour.

“Instead of m
aking cuts, the

C
ouncil should be w

orking w
ith

local com
m

unities to see how
things could be im

proved.

“The C
ounty C

ouncil don’t even
ow

n the buildings, so they w
ill

not even save a lot of m
oney from

these closures.

“The Lib D
em

s w
ill be carrying

out a survey in the local area -
please help us by returning the
survey form

s.”

C
oncerned Lib D

em
C

ounty C
llr P

au
lin

e
S

earle at the threatened
Bellfields Youth club

C
hrist’s C

ollege held a Public m
eeting last m

onth
giving local people the opportunity to view

 plans
for the new

 School.

The new
 C

hrist’s C
ollege is proposed to be a three

storey building on the school’s playing fields w
ith

the existing m
ain building being dem

olished.

Also on the site w
ill be Pond M

eadow
 School, m

oving
from

 Park Barn. This single storey building  w
ill offer an

opportunity for pupils to be taught alongside others of
the sam

e age in specialist teaching and social space.

Lo
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inning Team

!
D

o you w
ant to help the Liberal D

em
ocrats? R

eturn this slip to:

G
uildford Lib D

em
s, F

reep
o

st SC
E 15741, G

uildford G
U

1 1BR
.

I can deliver som
e leaflets in m

y area

I can display a poster at election tim
e

I can help w
ith stuffing envelopes

I can m
ake a donation of £_____

(A
 donation of £6+

 entitles you to party m
em

bership. If you do
not w

ish to join or already belong, tick here

N
am

e ____________________________________________

A
ddress __________________________________________

Tel _______________
Em

ail ________________________

“P
C

T
 p

lans w
ill cause m

o
re

p
ro

b
lem

s fo
r carers...”

...says local cam
paigner Sue D

oughty
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er M
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form
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oughty

form
er M

P Sue D
oughty.. ...

She has pointed out the problem
s

faced by com
m

unity nurses, care
staff and other carers in finding
parking places is leading to less
tim

e being spent on the patient
and staff incurring parking fines.
The increase in people needing
nursing care in their ow

n hom
es

w
ill m

ake m
atters w

orse.

M
any older people w

ho need
nursing help at hom

e have
com

plained to Sue about this
grow

ing problem
.

In G
uildford as a w

hole over 30%
of households have som

one w
ith

a long term
 illness and in N

orth
G

uildford the figure is higher.

Sue pointed out to the PC
T that

although technology has provided
som

e im
provem

ents in the care
people need, in over crow

ded
parts of G

uildford additional tim
e

w
ill be needed by care staff just to

get through the traffice and park.
As a result of her concerns a full
review

 is being undertaken of the
arrangem

ents for paid and unpaid
carers in G

uildford.

Sue said “I hope that as a result of
this, w

e get to a situation w
here

carers are able to get on w
ith the

job they are doing instead of
driving round trying to park or
risking a fine.”
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U
nder a com

plicated national
form

ula, rents w
ill have to go

up by 3.2%
 - above inflation.

C
llr Pauline Searle said, “I

never thought I w
ould see a

Labour G
overnm

ent forcing
local councils to increase rents
for their tenants.

“Perhaps if they had not
w

asted billions of pounds of
taxpayers m

oney on an
unw

anted w
ar in Iraq they

w
ould not be doing this.

“This is further evidence of
how

 Labour today are just like
the Tories in their outlook.”

LABOUR’S
RENT SHAME

M
eet yo

u
r L

ib
 D

em
 C

o
u

n
cillo

r:
If you have an issue that you w

ould
like help w

ith, w
e hold a surgery at

M
illm

ead on the first T
hursday of

every m
onth from

 6.30. R
ing

306000 to book an appointm
ent

w
ith a Borough or C

ounty
C

ouncillor.
Parking is already difficult for carers in m

any parts of G
uildford - S

u
e

D
o

u
gh

ty is concerned that the PC
T

 plans w
ill m

ake it w
orse.
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2) C
ouncil builds w

ar chest

Civic Hall - the saga grinds on

BO
O
K SA

LE

 Free entry -
refreshm

ents - thousands
of second hand books,
CD

s, vinyls and tapes

St Joseph’s Church H
all,

York Rd

Please contact A
lan or

M
aija Lawrence on 01483
503701 if you have any
spare books, tapes or

CD
s.W

e will collect from
you.

Saturday 24 June

C
ounty C

llr P
au

lin
e S

earle (right) and her Lib D
em

colleagues recycling plastic. T
his service is being bought to the

doorstep in som
e of G

uildford - but not in Stoke (see below
).
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certain parts of Stoke.
certain parts of Stoke.
certain parts of Stoke.

But they have refused a Lib
D

em
 suggestion to extend

plastics collections in 2006/7
and to start planning for
com

posting of kitchen w
aste by

2007/8.

TT TTTw
o years after the T

w
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w
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w
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w
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ivic to
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rep
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ent.
rep

lacem
ent.

The net cost to build a ‘state of
the art’ new

 C
ivic, as prom

ised
by the Tories in 2001, has
rocketed from

 £2m
 to £20m

.

They are reluctantly considering
refurbishing the existing building
– but are still w

edded to
unnecessary extravagance.

C
onsultants’ plans for

developm
ent of flats and parking

alongside the C
ivic w

ould not be
com

patible w
ith refurbishm

ent.

N
ow

 the Tories are talking to the
U

niversity about com
bining the

tow
n’s C

ivic H
all w

ith a Perform
ing

Arts C
entre on cam

pus.

The cost of consultants so far is
nearly £1 m

illion – and rising fast.

C
llr Pauline Searle said, “This

situation is getting beyond a joke.
The people of G

uildford have
w

aited far too long for the Tories
to get their act together.”

W
hen w

ill the C
ivic open?

1) £1.5m
illion prestige plan

The bill for the T
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reception area at the
reception area at the
reception area at the
reception area at the
council offices has now
council offices has now
council offices has now
council offices has now
council offices has now
clim

bed to £1,500,000 - as
clim

bed to £1,500,000 - as
clim

bed to £1,500,000 - as
clim

bed to £1,500,000 - as
clim

bed to £1,500,000 - as
opposed to the £1,000,000
opposed to the £1,000,000
opposed to the £1,000,000
opposed to the £1,000,000
opposed to the £1,000,000
that 
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end of last year
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end of last year.. ...

Apparantly the aim
 is “to

im
prove disabled access and to

upgrade facilities.” H
ow

ever,
the reception area is fully
com

pliant w
ith disability

requirem
ents and the plans cut

the num
ber of parking spaces,

reducing
reducing
reducing
reducing
reducing accessibility!

C
llr Pauline Searle said, “This is

quite clearly a prestige project
and an absolutely appalling
w

aste of m
oney.”

H
ow

 should this be spent?
H

ow
 should this be spent?

H
ow

 should this be spent?
H

ow
 should this be spent?

H
ow

 should this be spent?

O
nly a few

 changes are needed
to help the disabled - such as
better lighting and m

oveable
seating - and to im

prove public
safety by relocating deliveries to
the rear of the building. These
w

ould not cost  £1,500,000.

W
hat do you think?

W
hat do you think?

W
hat do you think?

W
hat do you think?

W
hat do you think?

W
hat w

ould you spend the
m

oney on? Safety schem
es such

as better street lighting and
C

C
TV? Environm

ental
im

provem
ents such as better

parks and cleaner streets?
Facilities like com

m
unity halls

and sports courts?

Let us know
 your view

s
Let us know

 your view
s

Let us know
 your view

s
Let us know

 your view
s

Let us know
 your view

s

D
o you agree that the Tory

schem
e represents appalling

value for m
oney? W

ould you like
to see the m

oney better spent?
Please get in touch using the
contact details on the back.
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C
onservatives have once again

C
onservatives have once again

C
onservatives have once again

C
onservatives have once again

C
onservatives have once again

chosen to use council tax to
chosen to use council tax to
chosen to use council tax to
chosen to use council tax to
chosen to use council tax to
build up their “w

ar chest.”
build up their “w

ar chest.”
build up their “w

ar chest.”
build up their “w

ar chest.”
build up their “w

ar chest.”

As w
ell as a “parking reserve” of

£100,000 started last year, w
e

taxpayers are now
 adding to an

“Invest to Save” fund of £300,000.

Lib D
em

s voted against this and
instead proposed increasing
council tax by just 1.85%

 - below
the rate of inflation - w

hile
im

proving m
any services, such as:

�
 Extending plastic collection

xtending plastic collection
xtending plastic collection
xtending plastic collection
xtending plastic collection

throughout G
uildford –

throughout G
uildford –

throughout G
uildford –

throughout G
uildford –

throughout G
uildford –

nothing in T
nothing in T
nothing in T
nothing in T
nothing in Tory budget.

ory budget.
ory budget.
ory budget.
ory budget.

�
 Reducing litter w

ith a rapid
response team

 – street cleanliness
is less than half Tories’ ow

n target.

�
 M

ore resource  for on-street
M

ore resource  for on-street
M

ore resource  for on-street
M

ore resource  for on-street
M

ore resource  for on-street
parking – cut tim

e for lengthy
parking – cut tim

e for lengthy
parking – cut tim

e for lengthy
parking – cut tim

e for lengthy
parking – cut tim

e for lengthy
review

s and look into car-
review

s and look into car-
review

s and look into car-
review

s and look into car-
review

s and look into car-
share schem

es.
share schem

es.
share schem

es.
share schem

es.
share schem

es.

�
  Enhancing C

C
TV

 recording
equipm

ent - backed by police.

�
R

etain N
ippy C

hipper
etain N

ippy C
hipper

etain N
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hipper
etain N
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hipper
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hipper
service – being axed by the
service – being axed by the
service – being axed by the
service – being axed by the
service – being axed by the
C

onservatives.
C

onservatives.
C

onservatives.
C

onservatives.
C

onservatives.

The Liberal D
em

ocrats also
sought: a com

m
itm

ent tow
ards

running the C
ivic  w

hen re-
opened; collections of food w

aste;
and to restore funding for sm

aller
local projects that have been
neglected recently.

The Tories rejected ALL of these
proposals and the borough’s share
of council tax w

ill go up by 2.48%
 -

m
ore than Lib D

em
-run neighbour

W
averley Borough C

ouncil.

3) W
aste at C

ounty H
all

M
illions of pounds of your

M
illions of pounds of your

M
illions of pounds of your

M
illions of pounds of your

M
illions of pounds of your

m
oney is being w

asted by
m

oney is being w
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m
oney is being w
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m

oney is being w
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m
oney is being w
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C

onservative-run Surrey
C

onservative-run Surrey
C

onservative-run Surrey
C

onservative-run Surrey
C

onservative-run Surrey
C

ounty C
ouncil.

C
ounty C

ouncil.
C

ounty C
ouncil.

C
ounty C

ouncil.
C

ounty C
ouncil.

A
nger is grow

ing as local council
taxpayers learn that Surrey’s
portion of council tax is to soar
by m

ore than double the rate of
inflation - w

hile som
e services

face being cut and m
oney is

w
asted by m

ism
anagem

ent.

D
uring the last year £15 m

illion
has been spent on expensive
agency costs resulting from

 poor
retention and recruitm

ent
policies at C

ounty H
all.

M
oney has also been w

asted on
expensive external consultants,
called in to try to save m

oney!
A

nother £4 m
illion has been

spent on a failed initiative to
m

ove the C
ounty O

ffices from
K

ingston to W
oking.

C
ounty C

llr Pauline Searle is
critical of the budget set by the
Tories at C

ounty H
all. She said, “I

accept that savings need to be
m

ade in Surrey’s budget, but it is
w

rong that front-line services are
being cut so drastically w

hile
m

oney is w
asted elsew

here.”


